
A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR EGERTON 

  
WORKING GROUP 

Note of meeting held at 7.30pm on 8 October 2020 via Zoom 

Present: Jane Carr (Chair), Elaine Graham, Richard King, Ian Mella, Claire Stevens, Lois Tilden 

(Secretary).  Apologies: Jerry Crossley, Graham Howland  

Declarations of interest: EG, RK (Orchard Nurseries site for older people’s housing) 

The minutes of the meeting via Zoom on 17 June were approved. 

Orchard Nurseries site 

RK outlined that discussions were on-going between the landowners and prospective developers of the 

adjacent New Road site and EPC’s Older People’s Housing Group. Subject to access, The ON site could 

be regarded as an exception site in ABC’s terms to meet the needs of local people. 

Gale Field 

The Gale Field site might also need to be classed as an exception site for local affordable housing.  

Consultation responses - all designated/allocated sites in the draft NP 

Natural England had been in touch with JC as part of the consultation process. They had flagged up a 

new requirement that that all proposed development sites needed to be screened for the likely nutrient run-

off and the anticipated effect within river catchment areas from treated sewage effluent that would be 

created by new homes. This requirement for “nutrient neutrality” assessments was exacting on all planning 

authorities and on developers. In turn, ABC’s planners confirmed to JC that it would be necessary for 

detailed technical assessments to be carried out by prospective developers on all proposed sites, whether 

in a Neighbourhood Plan or otherwise in view of the new regulations being imposed and monitored by 

Natural England. It was agreed that as a first step, LT would seek some information and advice from 

Southern Water as the relevant organisation responsible for sewage treatment works and effluent disposal.  

KCC had also responded to Jane’s invitation to comment on the draft NP and had raised concerns about 

deposits of valued minerals along the Greensand Ridge referred to as the “Hythe Beds” and potential 

conflict with new development in the area. JC would write to KCC seeking further clarification as to their 

precise concerns. 

ABC had also flagged up the need to be as open and transparent on the site assessment criteria on the NP 

website and in an appendix to the Plan as it had been at the open event in the Hall. CS would ask JCr to 

review the sub-team’s fieldwork and paperwork. JC would seek advice from ABC if another independent 

consultant were needed to set this out professionally. 

Historic England’s response was positive about additional heritage sites/items and had added some 

useful data. However, HE also said that more information was needed to support the case for including 

items that were not Listed Buildings or ancient monuments in their own catalogue. 

Village residents’ comments JC gave a further update about responses. In all over 50 questionnaires had 

been returned. It was clear from some of these that it would be necessary to include the individual site 

assessments on the website. A website update would fulfil obligations to be more transparent as mentioned 

by ABC.  

It was agreed that LT would replenish the plastic boxes with copies of the draft NP in several locations 

throughout the village. This would give people another last chance to review the draft plan and comment. 



JC would re-draft sections of the draft NP where needed to reflect pertinent comments received, subject to 

the clarification to be sought from Southern Water, Natural England, KCC and ABC. 

JC would also draft basic conditions and consultations statements as part of the introduction to the NP as 

requested by ABC. 

Interactive Map on the Website 

As a further measure of transparency, JC had asked South Downs if they could achieve this. Their 

response was positive, at an additional cost of £570 for 1.5 days work. It was agreed that their high level of 

competence justified the expenditure which seemed fair. IM confirmed there would be funds. JC would give 

the go-ahead to SDNPA. 

Next meeting Wednesday 4 November, 7.30pm via Zoom  

 

The meeting ended at 20.45 


